D|8tance proves no obstacle for pa|rs team

BY LEXT ROHNER

BOB MASSEY, 46 -

Point Mallard Figure Skating Club

Huntsville, Ala. ‘

Levels: Adult bronze and bfonze dance
JENNIFER KENSKI, 32 - -

Birmlngham Figure Skating Club
Bfrmingham Ala, : _
Leuels Adult silverfrees ska’re, brcnze dance .

_ Seventecn ycars
agc Bob- -~ Massey
learned - skatihg' to
Improve his  skling.
Massey riow skates
pairs - wiih- parine
Jennifer Kenskl, who :
lives 100 miles away. J

“Caompetitions * —
bive you goals,” said Massey, a mcchanical angineer,
“Scheduling practice s challenglrig, but Jenmfcr is 4
great partner so it's worth It . ;
. Kenski met her husband of elghtyears a hcckey :
player, while skating. She thinks her southern locatin.
kept her unaware of skating until the 1988 Olympic
Winter Games, From that moment, she loved the sport
but waited for lessons unil age 18; fearful of belng
the oldast beginner,. - -

" "Boy, was I’ wrcng." said Kcnskl a health In-
surance communications cocrdinator. *| had no Idea
there was a whole world of adult skafers, | would have
missed out on a wcnderfui spcrt and many fantaslic
frlends.” - f
_ Massey trains fuur days a week while Kenskl-
skaies three hours a wesk. Both enjoy the heafth anci
soclal benafits of skating,.. .

- "I've met great people skating,” Massey saIcI
“Compeiitions and skating are just fu,"

Not athletic growing up, Kenski favars physlcal _
activities and has served on her club board as prest:
dent, vice presidant and secretary. Her ccach Chris
Jones, Is supportive. -

. "Skating pushes me farther than I thlnk ! can
00," Kenskl said,

Perfurmlng to Jimmy Buﬁets "theseburger In
Paradise," Kenski amused the audience once when
hier large foam cheeseburger costuma kept her frcm
refrieving a lost pickle, E

“Skating heips me lat go and not cvcr think,*
Kenski said, . '

" Both skaters are motivated to improve competi-
tively. Massay plans to test adult siiver and ice dance.
Nelther favors the Axel. it took Kensk five vears to :
land her Axel, while Massay jumped hard over the -
boards, kriocking his coach down.

Though aduit skating has galned acceptance makcs' Ch]nesc paper cutouts, does ljalfct and raller-
and skaters, Massey's concem 1s econemic Impact.
“More adults will realize It's never foo late to

begln something new," Kenski sald,

“3til no Axel but | haven't given up,” Massey - -

saidl. "My coaches, Charles Bernhard and Pam Cham-
ness, tell me what todoand iy todo it.”




